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What is a primary source?

A Primary Source is an item or object   
directly connected to a topic and time.

Misconceptions
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Structuring My 
Thinking About 
Primary Sources



You may want students to 
explore:

ǒ an event, person, or time 
period

ǒ bo!bvuips!ps!jmmvtusbupsǃt!
inspiration or process

ǒ generating their own 
questions to spur further 
study

Why Pair Primary 
Sources with 
Picture Books



How do I analyze a primary source?

Primary Source 

Analysis Tool available 

at loc.gov/teachers

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html


https://www.loc.gov/item/ggb2005021388/


https://www.loc.gov/item/ggb2005021393/


Introducing the Picture Book with a Photo

Digitized photograph 

available at loc.gov

Picture 
book 
by Mara 
Rockliff; 
illustrated 
by Hadley 
Hooper

https://www.loc.gov/item/ggb2005021388/






Finding the Connection Between PS and PB

ǒ How have areas changed?

ǒWhere have they not?

ǒ How does the book highlight 

areas for me to search on a 

older or current map of the 

island?
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